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45th Anniversary and V olunteer Recognition Luncheon

VIPS Credit s Targeted T utoring with Accelerated Learning
Janet and Mel Zurier , Volunteers and Corporate Supporters Honored

“While others continually debate how to help
children succeed academically, VIPS keeps
providing what we’ve always known they need –
individual attention and extra time on tasks,” said
Executive Director Terri Adelman to a packed
crowd at VIPS’ 45th Anniversary and Volunteer

Recognition
Luncheon.

Among the
speakers at VIPS
festive noontime
event were VIPS
Board President
Ronald Loeser
Congressman
Patrick Kennedy,
the Governor’s
Director of

Superintendent Thomas Brady with
VIPS Executive Director T erri Adelman

Municipal Affairs
Deborah Smith,

Janet and Mel Zurier

Providence Mayor
David N. Cicilline and
Providence
Superintendent of
Schools Thomas Brady.

This year’s recipients of
VIPS’ prestigious Helen
King Lifelong Learning
Award were Janet and
Mel Zurier. They
received the honor for
their commitment,
enthusiasm and active
support of VIPS and of

public education on an array of fronts.

Volunteer award recipients were: Eli Fass, “Making The
Grade Award” for providing exceptional support to an
entire class for an extended period of time; Cara Spry,
“Commitment To Learning Award” for outstanding
service in an English as a Second Language classroom;

Geoff Dugwyler, “Closing The Gap
Award” for outstanding service in
accelerating literacy skills for struggling
students, and; Gloria Von Brewton
Keller, “The Bright Minds Award” for
helping high school students succeed
academically while also preparing them
for life after graduation.

Eleven businesses were honored at the
event. Verizon received VIPS’ A+ Award
for outstanding support and a special

VIPS luncheon was a big success.

Top business award recipient s

VIPS “Top Corporate Awards” were presented to:
Johnson & Wales University, Gilbane Building
Company, CVS/Caremark, Sodexo, Amica, Citizens
Bank, Piccerelli, Gilstein & Company LLP, Bank of
America, Edwards Angell Palmer & Dodge, and FGX
International.

working
relationship
that has
resulted in
long-term
access to
services
critical to
Providence
public school
students’
education.

Providence Mayor David N. Cicilline commends
students for working to improve their grades.
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Donate Now and Double Your Imp act!
The John and Letitia Carter Foundation are Matching Donations to VIPS

You can help VIPS twice as much by donating NOW!
That’s because caring, local philanthropists John and
Letitia Carter are generously matching contributions
given to VIPS through September.

Since VIPS announced this exciting new giving
opportunity at our 45 th Anniversary and Volunteer
Recognition Luncheon, we received numerous
contributions, but we still have a long way to go! In
our current economic climate, we cannot afford to
lose even a dollar of this match.  There’s no doubt
Rhode Island has been hit hard by the recent
economic crisis. But like you, we continue to be
committed to making our state a better place. We ask
that you join the many people who want our

Providence public school students to improve
academically with help from VIPS tutors.

Your individual gift is
particularly significant because
funds to be matched do not
include monies from
foundations, city, state or
federal grants. Please take a
minute to donate now, through
the mail or through our web site, www.vips4kids.org.
By helping VIPS take advantage of this wonderful
financial opportunity, we can prepare more
Providence children for the educational challenges of
the next school year. Thank You!

This year, 340 elementary school students were served by Reading
Buddies, VIPS intensive literacy program. Of those children, 88% out-
performed their peers in key reading skills assessments.

Thanks to our supporters for making this highly effective program a
reality!

VIPS Student s Excel
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